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“ Endcavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace.” -- -Eph. iv. 3. 


“ Judge not.”-- Matt. vii. 1. 





“ If any man trust to himself that he is Christ’s, let him of himself think this again, that as he is Christ’s, even 


so are we Christ’s,- -- -2 Cor, x.-7. 


“Let us not therefore judge one another any more.”: -- + Rom. xiv. 19, 
“ He that hath my commandments and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me.”. .- -John xiv. 21. 
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REMARKS ON THE BIBLE. 
(Continued.) 


There are, however, other sources 
of evidence which it may be not im- 
proper to suggest :— 

1. The character and condition of 
man, to whom God’s message is ad- 
dressed, require that, just as it is con- 
tained in sacred writ in the words of 
the communicating Spririt, unaltered 
by the impudeuce of human folly, it 
be perfectly intelligible, altogether fit 
to convey in the clearest manner pos- 
sible as much of his mind as he in- 
tended to reveal to man in this world. 
Man is by his constitution intelligent, 
and dependant on his knowledge of 
the objects revealed to him in sacred 
writ for the felicity of his mental part 
in time and through eternity. But 
though by nature intelligent and de- 
pendant on revelation for his mental 
happiness, yet man comes into this 
world, destitute, entirely destitute of 
the ideas communicated to him in the 
sacred pages, nor can he even by the 
most vigorous employment of his five 
senses, the only organs of informa- 
tion with which his Creator has deem- 
ed it proper to endow him, acquire 
them. And to this original poverty 
and incapacity we must add the aw- 
ful and mortifying fact, that the, hu- 
man mind is every where on the sub- 
ject of religion, over-run with error, 
laid prostrate and enchained by the 
most obstinate and pernicious prejudi- 
ces and delusions, as well as enslaved 
by the most depraved inclination, de- 
sires, and practices. And to all this 
we must also add, that if the words of 
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rit’s meaning obscure or ambiguous, 
by no human sagacity, ingenuity, or 
learning, can the obscurity or ambi- 
guity be taken away. Mere conjec- 


a a 


ture about the Spirit’s meaning, with-, 


‘out the least certainty, is al] that man 


can offer in this case. Now, can any 
pious or reflecting man believe that 
an infinitely wise and compassionate 
God, the creator, owner and, protec- 
tor of his unhappy creatures, labour- 
ing under such intellectual and moral 
degeneracy as man incouiestibly does, 
could transmit for his liberation and 
recovery a message thal was not per- 
fectly intelligible to every one of them 
on all points that necessurily concern- 
ed their recovery? I presume not. 

2. The object to be accomplished 
by the message demands its perfect 
intelligibility. Man’s spiritual reco- 
very, which is the object of that mes- 
sage, requires, that on the subject of 
religion, his ignorance be dispelled, 
lis errors be corrected, his prejudices 
and delusions be chased away; that his 
conceptions of God, of spiritual and 
moral objects, be rectified; that, by 
the presence and influcuce of these 
rectified conceptions in his mind, his 


desires, affections and delights, be ele- 


vated to, and fixed on, proper objects, 
and bis actions and pursuits of course 
be directed to their attainment; or tn 
more popular style, that the seeds of 
piety and virtue be not only implas 
ed but nourished and drought to 74 
turity 0 the humaa soul. Nos © 
any buman folly, inconceivahy great 
aS itis, imagine that such + stupend- 
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the message leave any where the Spi-| ous change in the concepuons 
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human mind, in the desires and affec- 


tions of the heart, in the inclinations. 


and propensities of the soul, in the 
pursuits and labours of the man, be 
effected by a string of words, of whose 
meaning the reformed has no distinct 
comprehension 2 Surely not. 

3. The account which God’s message 
gives of itself in almost every page, 
establishes its claim to perfect intelli- 
gibility, beyond a doubt. It tells us 
that it makes the simple wise, enlight- 
ens the eyes, quickens the soul, directs 
the path, is a lamp to-the feet, a light 
on the way, gives understanding to the 
simple; presents words that can save 
the soul, make wise to salvation, is a 
light shining in a dark world. Christ 
is styled a light to the Gentiles, the 
light of the world, &c. &e. Could 
these things be true, if the message 
destined to effect them was unintelli- 
gible to any of God’s rational crea- 
tures? We think no man will say so. 

4. God commands nota few, but 
every human creature, arrived at sufii- 
cient maturity, and in his right mind, 
to consult, to search, to study, to me- 
ditate the scriptures, because in them 
alone is that testimony concerning the 
Redeemer to be found that brings sin- 
ners to eternal life, and to hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches. But 
surely if the scriptures which we ere 
commanded to consult, to search and 
meditate, and the declarations of the 
Spirit we are commanded te hear, be 
exhibited in words and phrases, that 
are unintelligible to us, God bas com- 
maoded an impossible act, and threat- 
ened us with everlasting ruin, if we 
do not perform it. Is any prepared to 
defend the imputation? 

5. Wad the Spirit’s message, just 
as it 1s presented in his own words, 
been considered by bim as not intelli- 

tble, perfectly intelligible to all con- 

C€sed, he would most certainly have 

qualted, appointed, and accredited in 

all age expositors for the express 

purpose sf rendering } intelligible . 

we do not 4ad, however, that such 


agents were ever thought of. Neither 
in Egypt nor in the wilderness did 
Moses ever employ an agent to ex- 

lain any of his numerous addresses to 
the Israelites; nor did any of the sub- 
sequem rulers, priests, or prophets, 
employ such a character to explain 
any of their addresses to the same 
people afterwards. Certain it is that 
Christ employed no such character to 
explain any of his innumerable dis- 
courses, nor did his apostles after him. 
When Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John 
published their memoirs, or proofs, 
that Jesus of Nazareth was the Mes- 
siah; when the author of the Acts pub- 
lished his account of the manner and 
means by which the new or christian 
institution was introduced among Jews 
and Gentiles; when Paul, James, Pe- 
ter, and John, and Jude wrote their 





letters to the christian congregations, — 


it is not so much as insinuated that 
such an agent was ever employed 
| They evidently act- 
by any of them. They evidently act 
ed as persons who were confident that 
every word which they had written or 
spoken was perfectly intelligible to all 


jconcerned. With their several publi- 


cations, addresses, or letters, they sent 
no expositors; nor among those to 
whom they were directed, did they 
nominate or appoint any. In short, 
scripture knows nothing of such an 
office, or of such an officer: nor in it 
is any human being cormmanded or 
authorised to attempt such a work, or 
offer such an insult to the allwise God. 
With commands to proclaim or pub- 
lish the Spirit’s message, or good 
news, called the gospel, and to teach, 





instruct, and exhort persons concern- 


ed by that ‘proclamation to the chris- 
tian faith, we meet in almost every 
page; but to proclaim or publish, to 
teach, instruct, or exhort, are acts 
very different from explaining, and 
need a very different qualification. 
To be able to read well, or to remem- 
ber and pronounce distinctly what has 





been heard, is all the qualification, as 
lia learning, which a preacher, pro- 
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claime’, or publisher, a teacher, in- | 


Structer, or exhorter needs ; but to ex- 

plain, requires a knowledge of the 

subject not inferior to the original au- 

thor. ‘The residue will be found io 

the next letter. A. S. 

From the Twelfth anual Report of 
the London Peixce Society. 

We rejoice in having to report, 
that your principles are advocated in 
the most decided manner in France. 
Of the Peace Societies, the Journal 
of the Society of Christian Morals 
says, ‘ Their system, founded princi- 
pally upon the precepts of the Gospel, 
has already been productive of the 
happiest effects, by the dissemination 
of the sentiments of forgiveness of in- 
juries, of _meekness, and of love, so 
strongly enforced by, the Author of 
Christianity; by rivetting the atten- 
tion of the mind of man on objects, 
which truly exalt it; by purifying the 
heart, and liberating the soul frou the 
deceptive illusions which have too 
long captivated the esteem aad adimi- 
ration of men.” The * Journal” then, 
after highly appreciating the talents 
and ability of the author of the Tract, 
No. 8, gives a translatioa of the 
greater part of the Tract itself. At 
the close of the translation is related 
the circumstance of a paper that was 
written by a Jew, inserted in your 
last year’s Report. After transcribing 
the paper itself, the French Journal 
admits, that no objection to the Gos- 
pel has so much force as that of the 
Jew ; for it observes, that ‘ the ter- 
mination of War, and the reign of 
Peace, are events as clearly foretold 
as the birth and mission of the Mes- 
siah.” ‘* Now,” says the Journal, 
‘‘ what can be reasonably opposed to 
the argument of the Jew, except it be 
that they who are called Christians 
have either renounced the religion of 
Jesus Christ, or are ignorant of its 
spirit and precepts f°” 

Let those who halt between two 
opinions, seriously reflect on the 


* 
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charge. which. this. French Journa! 
prefers against the advocates for War, 
that they “ have either renounced the 
religioa of: Jesus Christ, or are igno- 
rant of its spirit and precepts.” The 
delav of the fulfilment of the prophe- 
cies that predict the reign of Peace, 
has been repeatedly urged as a proof, 
that the object of the Peace Societies 
is visionary, and their efforts vain and 
useless. ‘This objection is met by the 
French Journal. It justly attribuies 
this delay to the conduct of Christians, 
‘whose Wars,”’ it says, “ have been 
a practical denial of the Lord who 
bought them.” ‘ Such conduct,” it 


further observes, ** has a direct ten- 


dency to confirm the Jews in their 
unbelief, and to prepossess Pagans 
and Mahometans against Christianity. 
Fundamentally wrong,” it continues, 


‘are the opinions by which War is 


justified, because they destroy the 


spirit of the Christian system. Take 
away froin Christianity its distinguish- 
ing characteristics, meekness, pa- 
tience, love, and peace, and what is 
left to it that merits either our admi- 
ration or esieem?”’ It is deserving of 
our serious attention, that these re- 
inarks were made without any know- 
ledge of what was written on the same 
subject in. your last year’s Report. 
And beit remembered, for our encour- 
agement that these sentiments do not 
proceed from an English or American 
Peace Society, but from the Journal 
of a Christian and Philanthropic So- 
ciety at Paris, patronised by “ those 
who are nearest the Throne”. . 
(Friend of Peace. 





Extract from the Second Annual Report 
of the Peace Socecty of Windham 
Count, August 20, 1828. 

“ But your Committee do not re- 
gard Peace. Societies as the only 
agents, that are Operating to the abo- 
lition of War. We gladly hail, as 
fellow-labourers, all who are enlisted 
ia the benevolent proje cts of the cay; 
for it is evident that whatever calls 
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into exercise the kindly feeling of the 
heart, must ch°ck the growth of those 
lusts and passions, from which wars 


and fightings come. We rejoice to 
perceive that Christians are coming 
to feel, more than they ever have felt, 
that the most acceptable way of giv- 
ing glory to God, is by doing good to 
men—that the surest test of prety is 
the habitual practice of benevolence, 
and that those persons are most wo- 
fully mistaken, who are supposing 
that they love God whom they cannot 
see, while at the same time they do 
not love nor delight to promote the 
happiness of their fellow beings whom 
they can see. We sincerely wish 
well to all the Christian enterprises, 
that are now on foot. But while we 
say to those engaged in them, God 
speed ye! we would call upon them 
to lend us more direct specific aid to 
he abolition of the Custom of War, 
a custom which is inseparable from 
the grossest violations of God’s com- 
mands, and is the most prolific source 
of human wreicheduess. The pecu- 
Diary assistance we need, they may 
render to us, without subtracting es- 
sentially from their means of giving 
to other objects. Peace Societies do 
not seek to obtain very large fands— 
they require only suc: as will enable 
then to keep the community suppli- 
ed with suitable Tracts and ‘Treatises 
on this subject. And we dare pro- 
mise that whatever is given for this 
purpose, shall be paid four-fold to all 
other Christian enterprises, in the fa- 
cilities created by the influence of pa- 
cific principles to the success of every 
other plan for the melioration of the 
human condition, and the.extension 
of the Redeemer’s kingdom, We 
trust then, that we shall not appear 
arrogant, if we claim that the object 
of Peace Societies is second in im- 
portance to none that now calls for 
aid from Christians aod Philanthro- 
pis's. Because the abolition of War 
was uot undertekeg so soon as some 
other benevo'ey.t enterprises, and be- 








cause it has not yet awakened so mucli 
interest as some others have, are no 
evidences that it is not even more 
important than any of them. ‘That 
it is so, we do not claim.—But surely 
it is not reasonable to suppose, that 
the best projects were first devised. 
Even benevolence, no doubt, grows 
wiser by experiznce. It is not very 
common, though it certainly would 
be most expedient, for vs to begin 
with the correction of evil at home. 
We see the faults of others sooner 
than we do our own. Hitherto, Chris- 
tian enterprise has been labouring to 
extirpate the bad customs that are 
abroad, the idolatries and licentious- 
ness of heathen nations. Peace So- 
cieties invite Christians to abolish 
those bad customs, which are allow- 
ed among themselves, the indulgence 
of revenge, and devotion to the god 
of War. We would persuade, we 
would urge them to enlist with us, 
from this high consideration, among 
others, that it is only by refleeting the 
light of the Sun of Righteousness im 
its purity, that Christiao nations will 
induce others to turn and seek, that 
they may glorify, the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.  — Lbrd.. 





For the Advocate of Peace. 


There is no method by which the 
truth of a principle, or the propriety 


of a practice may be tested, more 


certain, cogent, and conclusive, than 
oy applying them to the touch-stone 
of parental feeling. Ask but the 
question—Are you willing that your 
children should be reared in your 
faith, and imitate your example, and 
the sincerity of the one, with the cor- 
rectness of the other, are at once de- 
veloped. In this way the stoutest 
infidel has been brought to confess 
the fallacy of his pernicious visions, 
and the inadequacy of his’ system to 
secure even temporal happiness.— 
Though he may think it a light mat- 
ter to stand in the assemblies of the 
ungodly, and profane the name of the 
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Most High; he would revolt at the 
thought of having a son or a daughter 
among the number of his auditors.— 
Though he may revel on the indecent 
and unhallowed writings of Voltaire 
and Paine—far would it.be from him, 
if he still felt a father’s ‘heart beating 
in his bosom, to place them in the 
hands of any of his rising offspring— 
The Bible, reviled as it was in pub- 
lic, and ridiculed as it doubtless was 
in private, was found in the hands of 
the youthful daughter of the reviler 
and contemner of its sacred truths, 
the infidel of infidels. 

Certain it is therefore, that parental 
affection betrays our secret convic- 
tions, and leads toa knowledge of the 
sincerity of our faith, much more di- 
rectly than our empty professions, or 
own misguided zeal. In the one 
case we argue, in the other we act— 
In the one we are too often the slaves 
of prejudice—in the other we assume 
uniformly the rank of independent 
counsellors jand directors. Apply 
then this uverring test to your con- 
scienceson the great question of peace 
and war.—QOu which side of the con- 
troversy will you have your sons to 
stand? Jin which path will you train 
them up? In that which is pleasant- 
ness and peace, or in that’ on which 
the arrows of death are showering !— 
The appeal is a serious one—for if 
asa professing Christian you do truly 
and sincerely believe as you say you 
do, that war is congenial with the spi- 
rit of the Gospel, then must you say 
to your son, walk you in this way— 
arm yourself not with spiritual ar- 
mour, but with the weapons of carnal 
warfare, for lam convinced Christ will 
smile and not frown upon you—il, 
on the other hand, you have adopted 
and are acting on this principle more 
from fear of the world than from con- 
viction—more from the predominance 
of passion than from the counsels of 
your owa conscience—then shall we 
see it in the nurture and admonition 
of your children, aad how much bet- 
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ter would it be-for you if your prac- 
tice with them could be sustained by 
your principles? Renounce then your 
advocacy of that in which you dare 
not instruct your sons and daughters. 
Abandon that .road into which you 
know it will be perilous to lead them, 
and thus by your example illustrate 
and enforce those precepts whichyour 
conscience teaches you are best cal- 
culated to secure their present aud 
their everlasting happiness. 


Then, and tnen only can you pray 
In truth, to Him who reigns above, 
That they may feel the genial ray 
Of peace on earth, and endless love. 


CONSCIENCE. 











CHRISTIAN PATRIOT. 


“God hath made of one blood all nations of men.” Paul. 








Weare indebted to the Columbian Star 
of November 29, 1828, for the following, 
on which we shall make a few reflections. 


“* The Christian Review and Clerical 
Magazine for September last, among 
many articles of deep interest, contains 
one with which we are most forcibly 
struck. It chiefly respects the moral con- 
dition of the British Navy, and the efforts 
attempted to introduce religious Tracts 
among the seamen. .The Rev. G. C. 
Smith, a Christian minister, to all ap- 
pearance of ardent piety and distinguish- 
ed talents, has directed his attention to 
the moral and religious wants of the Bri- 
tish Navy. It was his custom to visit 
the larger vessels when in port, to obtain 
access to the seamen, and circulate among 
them such books as were best adapted to 
their instruction. ‘The scenes that he 
witnessed during these visits beggar all 
description. But it seems that the Duke 
of Clarence as Lord High Admiral, bya 
formal order bas prohibited all religious 
Tracts from entering the British Navy, 
except those that should come under the 
revision of Rev. Mr. Cole, Chaplain of 
Greenwich Sale 252 In reference to 
this prohibiton, Mr. Smith makes an ap- 
peal to George TV. The following are 
some. of the facts which he states upon 





personal observation: 
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“1 visited a troop ship in your Majesty’s 
Service at Spithead. WhenI reached the 
quarter-deck, I bowed to the first Lieuten- 
ant, and asked his permission to go between 
decks; he politely said ** By all means; ex- 
cuse my going with you, as I must go in and 
speak to the Captain.” I walked quietly 
round the ship, and gave a Sailor’s Hymn 
Book to one man. The gunner knew me, 
and invited me into his cabm; while con- 
versing with him on religious subjects, a 
midshipman knocked at the cabin door, say- 
ing, the Captain ordered him to inform me 
my boat was along side. I smiled at this 
summary kind of order to leave the ship, 
and went up to the quarter-deck, when a 
lieutenant repeated the order. I begged to 
speak with the Captain, who was walking 
the poop, and said, “ Sir, I presume you are 
misinformed, I nave done nothing to incur 
your displeasure that I am conscious of.” 
“ Yes, sir, you have been dispersing religious 
tracts.” ‘No, sir, you are mistaken, I have 
not given one.” ‘* Then you had no busi- 
ness to go below.” ‘** 1 asked permission 
of your commanding officer, sir.” “I am 
commanding officer of this ship, sir.” “I 
know you are, sir; but when you were not 
on the quarter deck, I conceived your First 
Lieutenant acted for you.” “I will not have 
my men visited by any one without my per- 
mission.” “Sir, I could do them no possi- 
ble injury, Iam a minister of the Gospel, I 
wish to do them all the good I can: I have 
been in the navy myself, and therefore knew 
well the rules of the service, and should be 
the last to disobey or teach others to act 
contrary to the due subordination and rou- 
tine of the profession.” ‘Still you had no 
right below in my ship.” “ Why, sir, I found 
many of ths vilest unmarried females below, 
teaching the men all sorts of obscenity aad 
abomination. Surely if these were allowed 
to crowd the ship, a minister of the Gospel 
might be permitted also.” “No, sir, they 
eome to the men by my sanction, you do 
not.” “lam truly sorry for it, sir, for they 
will corrupt and ruin the whole ship’s com- 
pany.” “Dou’t you mind that, sir; mind 
your own business; ll have no religious 
tracts distributed in my ship.” I bowed and 
stepped into my boat, lamenting over this 
naval sanction of the most horrid vices, and 
prohibition of the religion of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


At Brighton, last summer, J begged of a 
sailor belonging to the Coast Blockade ser- 
vice, and borne on the books of your Majes- 
ty’s ship at Newhaven, to accept a religious 
tract: he turned away, startled as if I had 
offered him poison, saying, He dared not 
touch it without his officer’s permission.” 
In the course of the Sabbath-day I saw the 
Lieutenant mustering his men, and asked 
him if he would allow me to give some reli- 








gious tracts to the Coast Guard. He said, 
‘No; they must be first sent to his com- 
manding officer, at Newhaven, who would 
send them up te Mr. Cole for his approba- 
tion.” I begged of the officer to,accept a 
religious periodical work for his own peru- 
sal—I had not gone far before a sailor came 
running after me with the book, saying, 
“ The officer must not keep it.” 

From the foregoing extract it would ap- 
pear that while vice and prostitution are 
tolerated in the English Navy, religion is 
not. Military and naval establishments 
in acountry are a moral gangrene upon 
the vitals of society. The amount of crime 
in Great Britain is awfully increasing, 
notwithstanding all the efforts of good men 
in thatrealm. Like ancient Rome she 
will ere long be unable to endure, either 


her vices or the necessary remedies. ” 
[ Columbian Star. 


REMARKS ON THE ABOVE. 

Canany thing more strikingly evince 
the anti-Christian nature of war, when 
it is deemed necessary thus to shut 
up the human mind in darkness, 
‘lest the light of the glorious gospel 
of Christ, who is the iatage of God, 
should shine unto them. and dispel 
the moral delusion by which they are 
made to ‘call evil good, and good evil;’ 
and thus to become efficient instru- 
ments in perpetrating the foulest deeds 
of darkness? Can we have a stronger 
proof that the precepts of Jesus Christ, 
which are decidedly the commands of 
God, are adverse to the mandates of 
human authority, to * kill, burn, and 
destroy,” than the dreaded influence 
of the former on these pitiably devot- 
ed agents? And well may they dread 
its genuine influence; for where shall 
we find a greater contrast, than the 
superlative gift of our Maker’s love, 
in sending his beloved Son to suffer 
a violent and cruel death, rather than 


to “resist evil,” as the means of our 


redemption and salvation from sin and 
death, and our letting loose the infu- 
riated passions of revenge and retalia- 
tion. 
Surely those,who admire and adore 
the former, must turn away with ab- 
horrence aud horror from the latter. 


AOC SAS ae oe ie | 

















P 
» 


How long then, shall conscientious | 


Christians give their sanction to a 
mode of redressing grievances, or 
maintaining rights, which necessarily 
involve such fearful considerations ? 
What plea of expedience or necessity, 
can justify war in any shape? Call it 
defensive—will this wipe away the 
stain of blood, or render the divine 
commands and denunciations condi- 
tional ? He has not made a solemn 
declaration of his will, ‘ against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men, and yet left it to the deceitful- 
ness of the human heart, to say how 
far it may be complied with. Ne. 
This specious ‘tree of life,’ of self- 
preservation, may be ‘ pleasant to the 
distorted sight,’ and to be desired as a 
means of national prosperity ; but 
like the ‘ way which’ seemeth right to a 


man, ‘toe end thereof,’ will be, ‘ the | 


snares of death.’ 

The remarks of the enlightened 
editor are striking, and we fear too 
awfully predictive, of the issue which 
awaits the boasted triumphs of milita- 
ry and naval glory. 

But what then—are we better than 
they? We have heard indeed, of some 
more pious “ defenders of their coun- 
try,” who from the full blaze of Gos- 


pel light—from the very table where 


they sat down together, to commemo- 
rate the dying love of their common 
Lord and Saviour—deliberately rush- 
ed to (be tented field, there to signalize 


themselves in sanguinary deeds of 


dying enmity to their fellow brethren! 
We blush for our Christian protes- 
sion,* yet revolting and awlul as such 
conduct appears to us—if the princi- 
ple of resistance even on the plea 
of self-defence, be countenanced by 
the precepts, or the spirit and tem- 
per of Jesus Christ, and is in uni- 
son with the great end of his coming 
into the wor!d, then it would no doubt, 
be more in character with those who 





*Can the line of conduct pursued by 
these naval officers be called, not Christian 
but even national patriotism? 
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had just renewed their allegiarice to 
their King and Lord—* the Captain 
of their souls salvation,”? to march 
direct from that hallowed privilege, 
to the field of strife and revenge—of 
blood and of murder! But “ we 
have not so learned Christ,”? and we 
desire to raise our protest against 
such anti-Christian scenes, as bei 
utterly subversive of “the truth as 
it is in Jesus.” 





Extract from Gabriel’s Message to 
Christians. 

“It bas been observed in heaven, 
that while the ministers of the gospel 
and private Christians frequently pray, 
that the promised reign of peace on 
earth may come, they still extol the 
sanguinary enterprises of war, and 
praise the men of blood. In addition 
to this, the children of Christian parents 
are many of them trained up for war- 
riors, and from their childhood have the 
war spirit infused into them, as some- 
thing which ought to be encouraged 
and admired. Shall Christians con- 
tinue under the reproach of such apos- 
tacy from the principles of their reli- 
gion ? Have not the present churches 
of Christendom reason to fear that 
they sball be cast off and visited with 
divine judgments, as was the ancient 
Jewish church? [.et them listen to 
the adinonition of Paul, the acknow- 
ledged apostle to the Geotiles: * Thou 
wilt suy then, The branches were 
broken off, that | might be grafted in. 
Well, because of unbelief they were 
broken off; and thou standest by faith. 
Be not high-minded, but fear. For 
if God spared. not the natural branch- 
es, take heed lest he spare not thee. 
Behold, therefore, the goodness and 
severity of God ; on them which fell, 
severity ; but towards thee goodness, 
if thou continue in his goodness: 
other wise thou also shalt be cut off. 

« Christians always evince ‘unbe- 
lief’ or want of trast in God, when they 
forsake the path of love and peace, and 
resort to forbidden means for their own 
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safety. As the Christian nations have 
long given ample proof that they have 


greater confidence in weapons of war, | 
than in the promises of divine pro- | 
tection ; greater confidence in the spi- 


rit of war, than in the spirit of peace ; 
how justly may God give them blood 
to drink till they are either satisfied or 
destroyed. If they prefer the war po- 
licy to the Cliristian policy, they surely 
will have no cause to complain, should 
they be made to eat the fruit of their 
own way, and be filled with their own 
devices. Ifthe present race of Chris- 
tians should be thus ‘cut off,’ God may 
aise up another generation who will 
profit by the calamities brought on 


their fathers, and know by experience 


that the path of wisdom is the path of 
peace. In this way God may fulfil his 
promise of universal peace under the 
reign of the Messiah. 

‘* There is, however, another way 
in which the reign of peace may be 
introduced ; that is, by a general re- 
formation in Christian nations. But 
no reformaticn in other respects will 
answer the purpose, so long as the 
spirit and principles of war are gene- 
rally cherished and cultivated by those 
who bear the Christian name. Chris- 
tian rulers and Christian ministers 
must become PracE-MAKERS; pri- 
vate Chrisiians must become FRIENDS 
OF PEACE, !" heart, in principle, and 
in practice ; Christian churches must 
become Peace Societies, diffusing 
a heavenly influence in every direc- 
tion,—and the various denominations 
of Christians, laying aside party ani- 
mosilies, must unite in one grand eo- 
terprise to bring war inio disrepute, 
and to give peace to the world. 

* As there is joy in heaven over one 
sinner that repenteth, how great must 
be the joy to see a reformation in the 
rulers, the ministers, aud the churches 
of Christendom? A proper reforma- 
tion in these would not only occasion 
great joy in heaven, but it would soon 





be followed by peace and joy througi- 
cout the world.—Gazprik.. 
| | Friend of Peace. 





The gospel as clearly: conde:ins re~ 
venge, or rendering evil for evil, as it 
does the first evil which is afterwards 
retaliated. A reflecting man must be 
aware that the aggressor in private 
quarrels, is often the less guilty ofthe 


two at the close of a covflict; and: 


such probably has often beet the case 
in’ public war. My neighbour burns 
my wren-house and pig-sty, and thus 
becomes an aggressor. ‘T'o retaliate 
the wrong T’ burn‘his barn and dwell- 
ing house. May I flatter myself that 
the chief share or the whole of the 
blame attaches tohim? Ned ina fit 
of anger gives Dick a blow. Dick for- 
bears revenge at that time, but after- 


wards waylays Ned and kills him. 


Which is the greater criminal? The 
people of one nation cut timber on the 
territory of another people. This is 
considered as an aggression, and the 
injured people make war on the ag- 
gressors and destroy their thousands 
of fellow men to revenge the wrong. 
On which side is the greater share of 
blame? | : Ibid. 


The Anniversary Meeting of the Penn- 
sylvania Peace Society, took place last even- 
ing’, (the 27th instant, ) according to appoint- 
ment. There was quite as full an attendance 
as could have been expected from the 
stormy state of the weather—and we are 
sure the respectable congregation must have 
been much gratified with the eloquent ad- 
dress of the orator. We have neither time nor 
space to enlarge on its merits in our present 
number, but shall take occasion to do so 
hereafter. 

A vote of thanks was passed in favour of 
the First Baptist Church, for the friendly 
loan of their house and accommodations. 

A copy of the address was requested for 





| publication—and, on the resolution to afford 


opportunity for those present, who were not 
members to become such, we were gratified 
to find several respectable citizens, among 
whom were two clergymen, came for- 
ward and ‘cheerfully subscribed to the ex- 
cellent, liberal, and scriptural sentiments of 
the constitution. 





Communications, (post paid,) and subser 


iptions, will be thankfully received by William 


Stavely, publisher, No. 99, South Second Street, Philadelphia, at 50 cents per annum. 


Thos e who will be answerable fur 5 copies, shull have the 6th gratis 
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